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Upcoming 
Read future issues of Gazebo 
Express to find out what’s going 
on in your town: Learn about 
the town’s sidewalk replacement 
program, including resources 
available to help replace cracked 
concrete, as well as what the 
spending priorities are for the 
town for 2010.

Please forward your 
suggestions to:

Gazebo Express c/o 
Highland Town Hall 
3333 Ridge Road 
Highland, Indiana 46322

or via email to:

gazeboexpress@gmail.com.

’76 ’07

Burglaries

200
150

100

50

0
’08 ’76 ’07 ’08

Auto thefts

200
150

100

50

0

’76 ’07 ’08

Thefts

1000
800
600
400
200

0

’76 ’07 ’08

Assaults

200
150

100

50

0
’76 ’07 ’08

20
15

10

5

0
Robberies

Additional information on Highland’s crime rates is available at www.highlandpolice.com.

Crime Takes a Dip
Between 2007 and 2008, Police Chief Pete Hojnicki said the town logged fewer 
reports for assault, burglary, larceny and auto theft – between 9 percent and 15 
percent fewer in each category. Year-to-year reports for forcible rape and robbery 
were nearly identical with one more forcible rape and one additional robbery 
reported in 2008 than was reported in 2007.

During the same time frame, the nation – as a whole – also logged fewer incidents of 
assault, larceny and auto theft. However, the decreases in criminal activity in Highland 
were greater than were those throughout the country.

Chief Hojnicki said he was pleased to see that Highland has been successful in 
reducing crime in key reporting areas by more than the national average. “As a 
police department, we work hard every day to reduce the incidence of crime in our 
community,” he said. “We study what other departments are doing and programs that 
are working and adapt them for Highland. We are always gratified when we see that 
our efforts seem to be working.”

What the chief finds even more striking are the reductions in crime that have been 
achieved in Highland between the mid-1970s and now. He pointed to auto theft as a 
prime example. In 1976, there were 171 auto thefts reported in Highand. In 2008, 
there were 55 auto theft reports filed – a drop of more than 67 percent. There were 
also reports of dramatic dips in the reported incidence of theft, burglary and assault.

Chief Hojnicki said he believes changes in the way police do their jobs has had 
a positive impact. Such initiatives as the neighborhood patrols, which have been 
implemented beginning this summer, go a long way toward keeping a police presence 
in residential areas throughout town.

“Our officers have specialized equipment – such as computers in cars – which we 
believe is contributing to the decreases,” he said. “At the same time, our officers 
receive specialized training that helps them do their jobs better. It is good for the 
department and good for the town.”
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New Tour for Bike Path
Local bicycle enthusiasts concerned that the north segment of Highland’s bike path 
would be disrupted when the Indianapolis Boulevard Bridge is brought down to 
grade next year have no reason to worry.

“The Grand Avenue extension of the bike path – which currently dead-ends in 
Wicker Park Manor – will be extended and a box culvert with lighting and drainage 
constructed under the roadway,” 
Parks and Recreation Director Alex 
Brown said. “We will be connecting 
that leg of the path to Wicker Park, 
which will have a new pedestrian bridge connecting it to the Hammond trail, as well 
as to the path which is being constructed along the Little Calumet River levee.”

The town’s portion of the expense, which is expected to be about $300,000, is 
already in place, thanks to funds that were secured by U.S. Rep. Peter J. Visclosky.

“The Park Board had the vision a long time ago,” Mr. Brown said. “We have been 
waiting for the Indiana Department of Transportation and the Army Corps to get 
to this point. This is going to make the trail that much better for bicyclists and 
pedestrians.”

Councilman Hits the Airwaves
Twice a month, Councilman Bernie Zemen dons headphones, takes a comfy seat in a 

sound booth and microphone and talks about Highland issues 
on WJOB-AM 1230.

He looks forward to each and every program. He happily 
acknowledges his road to local radio fame had a rocky 
beginning.

“I absolutely love doing this radio program,” he says with a 
smile. “This all began when I was angry over something one 
of the radio personalities was saying about Highland – he 
had it all wrong – and I stormed down to the station to let 

them know how upset I was. Things got kind of loud but the upshot was – the station 
manager told me I should think about doing a show. I thought about it, decided to do 
it and here I am.”

Mr. Zemen pays for some of the shows himself. Other times, the $150 is paid by a 
local business owner. He regularly takes department heads with him to talk about 
issues of importance to Highland – from flooding to upcoming festivities to crime. 
No issue is off-limits as long as it is relevant to Highland. When he is unavailable, he 
recruits other town officials to sit in for him.

“People calling in help us know what Highland residents care about – and what they 
are concerned about,” he says. “And, we’re starting to get a following of people who 
regularly call in. It’s great.”

To tune in: You can find Councilman Zemen on the radio at 8:30 am on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month – the day after each regularly scheduled Town 
Council meeting.

 Although the U.S. Census is not 
due to officially begin until 2010, 
the town is already beginning 
preparations to keep the process 
flowing smoothly and ensuring 
that as many Highland residents as 
possible are counted.

Census data is used to help 
distribute federal funds to local 
government as well as to the state. 
In addition, census counts are used 
to redraw both federal and state 
legislative districts.

Building Commissioner Ken Mika, 
the town’s Census coordinator, said 
his job is to help in the process.

“Generally, people in town are very 
good at responding to the census 
questionnaire,” he said. “In 2000, 
we had a very good response rate. 
We just want to remind everyone 
how important it will be for them to 
fill out the forms that will be mailed 
out early next year. We have been 
told that the forms for the 2010 
Census will be even more simplified 
than they have been in the past.”

Mr. Mika said he has begun 
reviewing existing maps provided 
by the U.S. government to ensure 
they are correct, adding new 
subdivisions and developments to 
update the documents.

The Census Bureau is accepting 
applications for those who would 
like to be considered for work as 
census takers. Anyone interested 
in applying should call 
1-866-861-2010.

The town has been planning for this day – 
and has a plan in place that will make the 
bike trail better than ever. – Alex Brown

Councilman 
Bernie Zemen 
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Plans Advance for Storm Control Projects
Members of the Sanitary Board of Commissioners held a follow-up meeting with 
residents of Homestead Gardens June 16 to update them on the progress of a 
detention basin due to be constructed in their neighborhood this year.

The detention basin project is one piece of a multi-million dollar effort by the Town 
Council and Sanitary Board to minimize the effects of storm water on neighborhoods 
throughout town. Other components of the comprehensive plan include:

  Eliminating infiltration of rainwater into the sanitary sewers.
  Adding generators to pump stations to safeguard the system during
  power failures.
  Adding capacity to the existing storm water collection system.
Total cost of the remediation efforts is expected to be about $9 million.

Residents in Homestead Gardens, which is located in north Highland near 81st and 
Johnston streets, has been particularly hard-hit by heavy rains in recent years.

Town officials believe the detention basin – which will be able to hold 2.6 million 
gallons of rainwater – along with other improvements in both the storm- and 
sanitary-sewers will help prevent the house and yard flooding that has plagued the 
neighborhood in recent years.

The basin is expected to cost about $2 million and is designed to act as a holding 
area for storm water during heavy rains. Following downpours, water in the basin will 
be discharged into the adjacent Little Calumet River at a controlled rate. The basin is 
expected to be dry 95 percent of the time and will be seeded with grass. The Sanitary 
Board has also approved the planting of dozens of trees along the walls of the basin.

The Homestead Gardens detention basin will be the first detention basin constructed 
by the town. It may not be the last. The Sanitary Board is continuing to look 
at neighborhood flooding problems throughout town. In areas, where other 
remediation efforts are incapable of eliminating the problem the town may consider 
constructing additional basins to keep water out of homes.

All commercial properties currently for sale in Highland 
have been included on a database sponsored by NIPSCO 
and the state of Indiana. Redevelopment Director Cecile 
Petro said she has been seeing an increase in interest in 
Highland properties.

“Currently, we have 30 Highland properties listed on 
this database. Including them there gives these locations 
increased exposure among a national audience,” Mrs. 
Petro said. “I receive two to three inquiries a week 

from developers around the country who are looking for more information about the 
community and these locations based on their listing on this database.”

Although the site was originally restricted to industrial properties it has been 
expanded to include commercial and retail real estate as well.  “This is helping to 
market these properties as well as the town,” she said. “The increased visibility is 
helping us to stir interest, letting developers know that Highland is a very good place 
to live and have a business.”

Approval Sought for 
Design Standards
An orderly plan to upgrade and 
augment businesses located in the 
development corridors in north and 
central Highland is scheduled for a 
review by the Plan Commission later 
this summer.

The plan, which includes design 
standards and guidelines for the 
development areas along north 
Kennedy Avenue and downtown 
Highland, will help plot a course for 
redevelopment and new construction.

The goal is to put a welcoming face 
on one of the gateways into Highland 
and create sustainable development 
that includes both commercial 
and residential. Redevelopment 
experts have learned that mixed use 
developments are the most viable.

Redevelopment Director Cecile Petro 
said all residents and business owners 
located in the development area will 
be receiving letters inviting them to 
offer input on the design standards. 

“The Redevelopment Commission has 
given a great deal of thought to the 
design standards, which have been 
discussed and fine-tuned over the 
last two-and-a-half years,” she said. 
“There is a great emphasis on green 
building to maximize natural light and 
materials. The design we are looking 
at is mid-century modern – which was 
the building style that was popularized 
in the 1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s – the style 
that was popular when Highland was 
being developed.”

It is hoped that weaving threads of 
the mid-century modern architecture 
and design into existing and future 
construction could chart a course 
toward renewed vigor in the 
commercial corridors.

Properties 
Get 
National 
Exposure



Mark Your Calendars...
B-Ball News/Fall Sign-Ups
Highland Little League will be hosting 
the Indiana 11-Year Old State Finals 
July 30 through August 3 at Markley 
Park. Also, fall baseball sign-ups are 
being planned. For information on fall 
Little League, contact HLL President 
Dan Vassar at 924-1945.
For information on fall Babe Ruth, 
contact HBR President Ed Stowe at 
678-4844.

Concert Series
Performances begin at 7 pm at the 
Gazebo in Main Square Park. Bring 
your favorite lawn chair. Concessions 
are available.

 July 9 – Eddie Blazonczyk’s 
Versatones. This Grammy Award 
winning artist was named Best Polka 
Entertainer of 2007 at the Chicago 
Music Awards. Bring your dancing 
shoes or sit back and listen to the 
familiar polka tunes. The event will also 
feature Polish dining favorites.

 July 16 – Bopology. Featuring 
the big band sounds of Duke Ellington, 
this group is Chicago’s favorite swing, 
jazz and Frank Sinatra-esque group. 
This six-piece band features some of 
the finest musicians in Chicago.

Highland Street Market
This year’s Saturday morning Street 
Market hosted by Parks and Recreation 
features Zandstra’s Farm, Witvoet-
Dixon Farms, Nina’s Fresh Pierogis, 
Tiffany’s Tea Room, and Handmade 
Jewelry by Claudia Darak. Stop, shop. 
Browsing is free. Some vendors accept 
WIC vouchers. The market takes place 
every Saturday through October 24 
(there will be no market on July 4 or 
September 12) from 9 am - 1 pm at 
Main Square located at 3001 Ridge 
Road. For more information call the 
park office at 838-0114.
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Gazebo Express was created and produced by Robin Carlascio and Maria Braun-Perez.

Sweet Charity Takes 
Center Stage
When Dale Kelley starts planning for his 
next play in Highland, he prays for good 
weather. Mr. Kelley was introduced to 
Highland’s summer theatre in 1993 
when he played Luther Bills in “South 
Pacific.” Mr. Kelley has directed 10 
performances in the last 12 years for 
Highland’s popular summer theatre at the 
Gazebo at Main Square Park. This year marks 
the 28th anniversary of the outdoor summer theatre, 
one of the first in the region to offer performances under 
the stars.

Performances of Broadway’s runaway hits, such as “Annie” and 
“Grease” have graced the wooden planks of the Gazebo and 
more often than not, Mother Nature has smiled on the town’s 
brief outdoor theatre season, which begins the last weekend 
in July and continues through the first weekend in August – 
six performances over 10 days.

“The downfall of outdoor theatre is rain,” Mr. Kelley said. “All of those weeks and 
weeks of work that go into putting on a play can be washed out by a storm.” Despite, 
the vagaries of the weather, he said he always enjoys the intensity and commitment 
that goes into putting on a play and looks forward at the end of one season to 
beginning of the next.

“I start thinking about my next play as soon as the current production is finished,” 
he said. “I try to have it selected and approved by the Park Department at least eight 
months before the first curtain goes up.” With 25-30 people acting and singing and 
another 25-30 backstage preparing the lighting, sound, scenery and costumes, during 
the summer, Highland’s Main Square Park is transformed into big theatre.

For now, Mr. Kelley is focused on “Sweet Charity.” Rehearsals began in early June 
at Lincoln Center. In early July, rehearsals are moved outdoors to give the actors 
and stage hands a feel for the outdoors – what it does to sound and lighting – and 
how different it is to move on an outdoor stage. The musical, which was based on a 
screenplay by Federico Fellini, was choreographed for Broadway by the famed Bob 
Fosse. The play follows the adventures and misadventures of Charity Hope Valentine, 
who longs for fame as a dancer in New York City.  Two of the songs made famous in 
the musical include, “Big Spender” and, “If My Friends Could See Me Now.”

Performances of “Sweet Charity” will take place on July 30 and 31 and August 1 
and on August 6, 7 and 8. Performances are free and begin at 8 pm. Some bleacher 
seating is available. Patrons are encouraged to bring their favorite lawnchair.


